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TAGS: PDEV, MILL ECTU, SY 
SUBJECT: CUBANS IN ERITREA 

REF: STATE 86083 

1 . THE SARG HAS TRADITIONALLY SUPPORTED THE ERITREAN 
LIBERATION MOVEMENT AND MOST RECENTLY REITERATED THIS PLEDGE 
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APRIL 5 WHEN BAATH PARTY NATIONAL COMMAND MEMBER SUKKARIYAH 
RECEIVED REPRESENTATIVES OF ERITREAN PEASANTS UNION. 

SUKKARIYAH CONFIRMED SYRIA'S SUPPORT AND BACKING FOR THE 
STRUGGLE OF ERITREAN PEOPLE FOR FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE. 

THE NEXT DAY, PRESS PUBLISHED A STATEMENT OF BAATH PARTY 
SUPPORT FOR NATIONAL LIBERATION MOVEMENTS NOTING THAT THE 
PARTY HAS OFFERED ASSIST ANCETOTHE ERITREAN REVOLUTION 

AND CONTINUES TO DO SO TODAY. PAPER SAID THAT THE PARTY HAS 
TRIED TO UNIFY THE ELEMENTS OF THE REVOLUTION. THE ARTICLE ALSO 
CLAIMED THAT THE BAATH PARTY HAS ESTABLISHED PARTICULARLY 
GOOD RELATIONS WITH THE CUBAN COMMUNIST PARTY. 

2. SARG HAS SUPPORTED ERITREANS POLITICALLY AND HAS 
SUPPLIED THEM WITH SMALL ARMS IN PAST BUT HAS LITTLE CAPABILITY 
TO DO MORE IN TERMS OF MILITARY ASSISTANCE DUE TO THE HEAVY 
DEMANDS ON SYRIAN MILITARY IN LEBANON. BASIS OF SYRIAN SUPPORT 
FOR ERITREANS IS STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF ERITREA TO STRAITS OF 
HORMUZ AND DESIRE TO MAINTAIN CONSISTENT POLICY TOWARD 
LIBERATION MOVEMENTS TO AVOID UNDERCUTTING STAND ON PALE- 
STINIANS. WHETHER SARG IS WILLING TO DO MUCH MORE THAN PAY 
LIP SERVICE TO ERITREAN CAUSE DEPENDS ON OTHER FACTORS MORE 
DIRECTLY RELATED TO MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT. CRITICAL FACTOR 
AS FAR AS SARG IS CONCERNED RIGHT NOW IS ATTITUDE OF SOVIET 
UNION WHICH SYRIA IS RELYING ON TO BUILD ITS MILITARY CAPA- 
BILITY. SARG HAD SUPPORTED SOMALIA, ALTHOUGH NOT SOMALIA'S 
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CLAIM TO OGADEN, BUT RECENTLY RETREATED ON ITS SUPPORT IN 
LIGHT OF SOVIET PRESSURE. WE BELIEVE SATDLS POSITION ON ERITREA 
IS STRONGER. FACING DILEMMA OF SOVIET SUPPORT FOR CUBAN EFFORTS 
IN ERITREA ON ONE HAND AND TRADITIONAL SUPPORT FOR ERITREA 
MOVEMENT ON OTHER, WE ASSUME SYRIA WILL GRAVITATE TOWARD POSITION 
OF CALLING FOR NEGOTIATED/MEDIATED SETTLEMENT WHILE 
TRYING TO STAY AS FAR AWAY FROM REAL INVOLVEMENT IN PROBLEM 
AS POSSIBLE. NEVERTHELESS, IT MIGHT BE HELPFUL 

TO MAKE A DIRECT APPROACH TO SYRIAN GOVERNMENT ON OUR CONCERN 
ABOUT ERITREA AND OUR HOPE THAT SYRIANS CAN EXERCISE GOOD 
OFFICES WITH CUBANS AND ERITREANS TO MOVE IN DIRECTION OF 
MEDIATED SETTLEMENT. SYRIANS MAY BE WILLING TO URGE RESTRAINT 
ON ALL PARTIES ALTHOUGH WE DOUBT SYRIAN VOICE WILL CARRY MUCH 
WEIGHT. 
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